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ONLY 28 MONTHS OLD AND OVER 1400 MEMBERS 

 

 
 

RICHMOND RALLY HOSTS 213 DISCOVERYS 
 
With 213 Discoverys in attendance, the views of Ds lined-up and parked over much of the Wayne 
County Indiana Fair Grounds were awe-inspiring and the 2000 Discovery Owners Association 
National Rally convened on September 13.  If you could not make it, you missed a great event that 
provided, among other things, great food, great seminars, great camaraderie, great venders, great 
Fleetwood service support and great fun.  In other words- IT WAS GREAT!! 
 
There is not space enough to mention everyone that helped make the rally a success, but we must 
mention a few.  First, Rally Masters were Jim and Dorothy Devine, who performed as always in 
coordinating and putting the plan together- super job guys!  Midwest Regional VP Bob Chinn 
arranged and coordinated the 24 super vendors that manned the vender areas, marketed their 
wares and many even presented very informative seminars.  Roxie Jacobs coordinated all the 
seminars and did a super job at it.  Marion and Harvey Becker coordinated and ran all the food 
service for our wonderful breakfasts and dinners.  Marilyn Barton coordinated and conducted all 
the door prize drawings.  Lois and Gene Patterson (Lois is our Executive VP) fearlessly handled 
the front information desk.  Dick Snyder coordinated the parking of the 213 rigs.  John Schlosser 
was the Assistant Rally Master and general Master of Ceremonies, and Bill Azar coordinated the 
transportation of handicapped attendees that needed help getting to and from the various 
activities.  All these folks had numerous members helping with all these efforts, without which the 
rally could not have been the success it was.                                   

 (Continued on page 2) 
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Among many of the highlights of the rally was our fantastic entertainment by the group Charlie 
Estes and Friends.  As advertised in our last newsletter, they kept our feet tapping and smiles 
growing with two evenings of country, bluegrass, western and gospel music.  One of their group 
turned heads when he did his Willie Nelson routine.  It was as though ol’ Willie was right there with 
us. 
 
Of special note during two of the general meetings were the announcements of the foundation of 
first three (3) Chapters of the Discovery Owners Association.  The new chapters were: 
 

Chapter Name   Area     President 
Discovery Pioneers   Colorado and surrounding area Carl Ropp 
Discovery Texans   Texas     Phil Yovino 
California Good Timers  Southern California   Ed Watson 
 

Among some of the activities during the rally was a special forum of invited members to participate 
in providing executives from Fleetwood, flown in to hear our inputs on what we would like to see in 
future Discovery motorhomes.  This was an upbeat meeting during which the Fleetwood folks took 
detailed notes on our desires after which they provided some discussion on current things going on 
within Fleetwood and changes already in progress. 
 
There were numerous seminars dispelling a broad spectrum of subjects to the group as a whole, 
as well as some just for the co-pilots and some just for pilots.  The following is a list of some of the 
seminars: 

COMMERCIAL SEMINARS 
Seminar Subject Company Presenter 
Kwi-Kee Step Functions and Maintenance Kwi-Kee Step Jim Kaskey 
Medical Emergencies RV Alliance America John Adams 
Microwave/Convection Cooking TCL Sales & Distribution Glenn Bruce 
Cummins Engine Maintenance Cummins Chuck McEachan 
Coach Electronics/Protection/Cell Phones Precise Electronics Don Ellis 
Quick Fixin’s Watkins Independent Food Ann Jamison 
Marcia’s Clothing Magic Marcia’s Iron-on Studs Marcia Allum 
In Motion Satellite King Dome Systems Dr. Gerardo Monzi 
RV Electrical Circuits Hildale Enterprises Al Hoffman 
Freightliner Chassis Freightliner  
Fleetwood Coach Fleetwood Wayne Geiger 
  Mick Freidt 
  Brian Lovelace 
Covered Satellite Dish Systems Precise Electronics Don Ellis 
Controlling Tank Odor Hildale Enterprises Al Hoffman 
Discovery 2001 Fleetwood Mike Ruth 
  Jim Braun 
  Lenny Rozo 
Fire Safety RV Alliance John Adams 
Are You Covered RV alliance Jackie Adams 
RV Roof Care from Roof to Road B.A.D.  
Health Juice System Tahitian Noni Jan Richardson 

 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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DISCOVERY OWNERS ASSOCIATION SEMINARS 

 
Seminar Subject Seminar Leader(s) 
Co-Pilot Share Tips Roxie Jacobs 
Technical Roundtable Joe De Santis, Moderator 

Table of Experts, Leo Everitt, Ed Kennedy, Bob 
Cook, Herb Peterson, Frank Bongiorno  

Beginner’s Computer Class Bob Cook 
GPS Systems  
Advanced Computer Class Bob Cook 
Discovery Wind Noise Solutions Frank Bongiorno 
 

SEE WHAT YOU MISSED IF YOU WERE NOT THERE!!! 
 
We owe a great deal of applause and thanks to Tom Raper RV of Richmond, Indiana for all the 
help and assistance they gave us in putting on this great rally.  In addition, Raper RV set up a 
production line and processed all of the Discoveries covered by the Fleetwood power steering 
recall.  Their effort started on Tuesday and was basically finished by Thursday with all of the 213 
rigs covered by the recall.  Tom Raper RV also paid for a major portion of our farewell dinner on 
Saturday night.  Members, please take a moment and drop Tom Raper RV a thank you note for all 
their help.  They earned it! 
 
Speaking of earning our thanks, we also need to express our sincere thanks to Fleetwood and all 
their huge team of factory service folks that spent the week fixing items on our Discoveries.  Some 
of their team were seen still working after 9 PM in the evening.  They worked hard and were very 
helpful in many ways.  Please drop Fleetwood Service a note and say thanks for all their hard work 
and dedication to our attendees.  We also wish to thank Freightliner for bringing out the chassis for 
us to view and study.  Bob Chinn indicated that all 24 of our vendors donated door prizes.  Thanks! 
 
One item of business to report:  one serious task of the attendees was to cast their ballots with 
respect to the changes in the bylaws presented in the last newsletter.  We are happy to report that 
of the 213 coaches present, 113 cast their ballots.  The results are as follows: 

                           
CONFIRM         REPEAL 

1. To establish the position of Membership Director                                  113                       0 
 
2. To establish the positions of: Immediate Past President;                      104                       9 
 Vice President of Development, & President Emeritus 
 
3. To delete from the responsibilities of  ‘Secretary’ those duties             112                       1 

pertaining to membership. 
 
4. Recording and deposit of funds to read as follows: 
“All funds received by the membership director and Rally masters              113                       0 
are to be recorded in the DOA Cash Receipts Journal, and directly  
deposited into the DOA checking account as directed by the Treasurer.” 
 
5. Change title of ‘Rally master’ to ‘National Rally master’                      109                      4 

(Continued on page 4) 
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 6.   Delete---from duties of the Board of Directors--- the duty to solicit        106                       7 

       nominations. (This will now be the duty of the Immediate Past Pres.) 
 
7.   Duties of Immediate Past President—‘to be Chairperson of                        105                       8 
      Nominating Committee’ 
 
8. To eliminate STAMPED return envelopes on ballots                                  107                       6 
 
9. To require only one signature on a check for expenses. Two signatures      104                       9 

Will be required to move funds out of the money market fund. 
 

As indicated, all changes to the bylaws were confirmed.  Thanks to all of those that cast their 
ballots. 
 
It was a GREAT rally and we missed you if you weren’t there.  Thanks to all that attended and we 
trust that you had a super time and will join us next year along with our absent friends. 
  
 
The President’s Column: 
By Yolanda DeSantis 
 
I was so pleased to have presided over the first 
National Rally of this administration in Richmond, 
Indiana. 
 
This is the first time that this elected board has 
been able to work face to face.  It was exciting to 
meet the people whom I have worked with for 
nine months via the telephone, mail and e-mail.  
Each one of us is dedicated to do the task set 
before us and with your help and patience - -we 
will do it! 
 
We do the work and we want you to reap the 
benefits.  More rallies, both national and regional 
and more information on the Discovery. Also a 
chance to get to know each other and the best way 
is through the chapters that are being developed.  
To date we have 3 certified chapters, the 
Discovery Pioneers, the Discovery Texans, and 
the California Good Timers. 
 
My very special thanks for all the volunteers that 
did such a great job in Indiana and to all of you 
who joined us at the rally. 
 
I look forward to meeting all of you at future 
rallies. 
 
Yolanda De Santis 

RAMBLINGS FROM THE WESTERN 
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 
By Ted VanWinkle 
 
After navigating our rig half way across the USA 
in route to the Richmond Indiana National Rally, 
our anticipation of meeting everyone and above all 
enjoy the true harmonious friendliness of the 
members, guests and officers, became a reality.  
Also, it was great to have faces to associate with, 
instead of voices via the telephone or internet 
communication links.  Also it was just great to 
meet the Western Regional Area members who 
attended the rally and be afforded the opportunity 
to sit down and have an enjoyable rap session and 
get together!!  Super, super people! 
 
I’m very proud to announce that the very first 
formation of a DOAI Chapter has been done 
within the Western Region.  The name of this 
chapter is Discovery Pioneers.  The area in which 
the Chapter is forming is Colorado and adjacent 
parts of Nebraska, Kansas, New Mexico, Utah and 
Wyoming.  Congratulations and Godspeed to the 
entire membership and board of officers- 
President: Carl Ropp, Vice President: Jack 
McPhee, Secretary/Treasurer: Bob and Sandy 
Greenwell, and Rally Master: Ed Kennedy.  Once 
again, to all within this new Chapter, continued 
achievement, success and camaraderie. 

 
(Continued on page 5) 
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At the Richmond Rally, another Western Regional 
group of members from Southern California 
formed a Chapter named “California Good 
Timers” and presented their completed Chapter 
application forms for confirmation to the DOAI 
board of officers.  Once again, a tip of the old hat 
to the members and board of officers- President: 
Ed Watson, Vice-President: Don Fuller, Secretary: 
Artie VanWinkle, Treasurer: Marie Watson, Rally 
Master: Sharon Ayer, Assistant Rally Master: Jim 
Devine, Membership: Karen Fuller, and By Laws: 
Ted VanWinkle.  Continued “Pursuit of Happiness 
and Camaraderie” to all, which is the mission 
statement of our chapter. 
 
Also, at this writing, both chapters are already 
working on 2001 rallies, at full ahead pace.  Not 
only do they talk the walk, they do the walk and 
ask, with a smile, what’s next?  Keep your eye on 
these chapters of action. 
 
At long last, *&%#$, it’s a go, with confirmation 
and support, for the forthcoming Western Region 
Rally at Emerald Desert Golf and RV Resort, Jan. 
7-11, 2001.  (Editor’s note- Look for the 
registration form later in this issue). In addition, 
the Western Region National Rally is to be held at 
Colorado State Fair and Exposition Center, May 
23-26.  For more important information, check the 
internet and forthcoming newsletters.  Don’t pass 
on these rallies, as they will be really fun filled for 
all. 
 
The past few months, Sharon Ayer, Membership 
Director, and myself have had many phone calls 
from members and new owners of Discoveries 
seeking club information or seeking answers to a 
wide variety of questions.  They all had one 
common remark or praise regarding DOAI.  All 
fully enjoyed the Discovery Express newsletter 
and the outstanding manner in which the 
information was expressed and projected.  Many 
expressed their enjoyment of Don’s (the editor) 
work and labor.  All of us of the DOAI wish to 
convey our feelings, along with those of the 
people calling, to extend our comment that you 
have produced an outstanding newsletter and we 
all hope you maintain the wonderful format for 
years to come.  Thanks, Don! 
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the 
Emerald Desert, Colorado Fair/Exposition Center 
rallies in 2001. 
 
Travel safe, enjoy and may you all be blessed with 
Discoveries and great lasting adventures on your 
trips!! 
 
Ted VanWinkle 
 
VENDERS THAT SUPPORTED US IN 
RICHMOND-  BE SURE YOU SUPPORT 
THEM! 
 
Adventure Caravans 
Always Charming 
B.A.D. 
Blue Ox 
Classic Coach Works 
Cummins 
Games 4U 
Hildale Enterprises 
I-Appeal 
In-Motion Satellite Systems 
L & M Sportswear & Embroidery
Larbon Enterprises 
Marcia's Iron-on Studs 
Nikken 
RV Alliance America 
Saturn Automobiles 
Sheila's Fashions 
Tahitian Noni 
Watkins Independent Food 
Wesley Stout Productions 
 
 
Fleetwood Customer Service-  

1-800-322-8216 
 

Want to know where to get propane?? 
Go to this address on the web- 

 
http://www.propanegas.com/ 

 
Freightliner Customer Service 

1-800- 385-4357 
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YOUR 2000 SLATE OF OFFICERS 
 
President-  Yolanda DeSantis 
Executive Vice President-  Lois Patterson 
Secretary-  Lynn Casimir 
Treasurer-  Ralph Bailey 
Rallymaster-  Phil Yovino 
VP Development-  Jim Devine 
East Regional VP-  Pete Pizzano 
Midwest Regional VP-  Bob Chinn 
Northwest Regional VP-  Arnie Thompson 
West Regional VP- Ted Van Winkle 
 
THE DISCOVERY REGIONS DEFINED 

 
Region 1- Northwest-  Arnie Thompson VP                 

Phone-(435) 723-7894 
arthompson@utahlinx.com 

Alaska 
Idaho 
Montana 
Nevada 
Oregon 
Washington 
Saskatchewan 
Manitoba 
Alberta 
British Columbia 
 
Region 2-  West-  Ted Van Winkle VP 
 Phone (916) 722-7429 
Arizona 
California  
Colorado  
Kansas  
Nebraska 
New Mexico 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Utah 
Wyoming 
 
Region 3-  Bob Chinn VP 
      Phone (812) 524-8170 rcchinn@voyager.net 
Arkansas 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Michigan 

Minnesota 
Missouri 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Wisconsin 
 
Region 4-  Pete Pizzano VP 
 Phone (727) 376-2502 
Alabama 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Mississippi 
North Carolina 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
Vermont 
Virginia 
West Virginia 
Quebec 
Ontario 
 
WHERE TO SEND WHAT 
 
Send all matters of general interest or for 
action by the President to: 
 Yolanda DeSantis, President 
 8092 Summersong Court 
 Spring Hill, FL  34606 
 1-352-686-5492 
 jpdi@aol.com 
 
Send changes of address, membership 
inquiries, checks, membership applications and 
renewal dues to: 
 Sharon Ayer, Membership Director 
 91 East Donohoe 
 Chula Vista, CA  91911 

1-888-594-6818 
SAyer40152@aol.com 
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Send requests for Discovery Badges to: 
 
 ‘Mr. Ed’ Badges n Signs 
 P.O. Box 303 

Crystal Beach, FL  34681 
 1-800-398-8307 
 Badges $5.50, hangers $3, s/h $1 each 
 
Send your requests for caps, jackets, etc. with 
the Discovery Owners Association logo to: 
 
 L&M Sportswear & Embroidery 
 2078 Clarketown Road 
 Heathsville, VA  22473 
 (804) 580-6401 
 
Send problems experienced with your 
Discovery, and any solutions, hints and tips to 
share to: 
 
 J.B. Vaughn 
 303 California Street 

Clyde, TX  79510 
1-915-893-2625 

 
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!! 
 
Don’t forget, you are all reporters and will be 
derelict in your duties if you don’t get that article 
in before the deadline for the next newsletter. We 
can take your information handwritten, as long as 
it is readable, typed, by snail mail, by e-mail or 
disk (Microsoft Word or Corel Word Perfect), or 
by FAX.  The addresses are below for your 
newsletter editor: 
 
Snail mail: Don Fuller 
  43229 Echard Avenue 

Lancaster, CA  93536-5399 
 
E-mail: wdfuller@aol.com 
 
FAX:  1-661-942-6692 
 
Phone:  1-661-942-1575 
 
Thanks to all that did a superb job for this 
issue!! 
 
 

 
WHAT’S AHEAD?? 
 
WESTERN REGION WINTER RALLY- 2001 
 
Emerald Desert Golf & RV Resort, January 7-11 
at Palm Desert, California.  Our rally will end on 
the 11th, the same day as the FMCA Indio rally 
starts.  See the registration form later in this issue. 
 
EASTERN REGION WINTER RALLY- 2001 
 
Lazydays at Tampa, Florida again February 1-4 
with 299 full hookup sites already reserved.  See 
the registration form later in this issue. 
 
WESTERN REGION NATIONAL RALLY 
 
Colorado State Fair and Exposition Center, May 
23-26, 2001.  For more important information, 
check the internet and next quarter’s newsletter 
 
THE SUNSHINE CORNER          
 
This section of the newsletter is new and its 
purpose is to note requests by members to 
mention those of us, our friends or loved ones that 
feel that our good thoughts or prayers might bring 
some comfort.  Any requests brought to our 
attention will be placed in the next issue of 
Discovery Express. This month’s requests for 
Sunshine: 

 
Good wishes for complete recovery of Kiefer 
Phillips, 3 year old grandson of Charmaine and 
Richard Hogan 
 
 
MEMBERS WITH DISCOVERY ITEMS 
FOR SALE      (Key Word is DISCOVERY item) 
 
Cashmere bedcover (Fleetwood)- paid $350 
asking $200 obo. Also a new freezer door for 
side-by side Dometic refers.  Al & Marion 
Ganzer, P.O. Box 142, Gardiner, N.Y. 12525, e-
mail aganzera@cs.com  (845)255-1578 
 
Thetford Aqua Magic Aurora OEM china bowl 
toilets w/power saver spray water saver  $115 obo 
+ shipping w/ gaskets & seals.  Fits all model yrs.  
 (863) 858-8565 or provostan@prodigy.net 
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DISCOVERY TIPS & HINTS 

By Jim Pourroy,  Fleetwood Technical Service 
Trainer 
 
Fall is almost here, though right now it seems too 
hot to believe it.  Depending on your plans it is 
time to get the furnace tuned up for cold weather 
or the coach winterized for storage.   
 
How long has it been since you looked through 
your owners manual?  This isn’t a silly question.  
We find it a valuable source of information taken 
along with a pinch of common sense.  I get a lot of 
questions on a daily basis and use the owner’s 
manual for a refresher along with my service 
experience to come up with the answer.  A lot of 
people tend to get offended when asked the 
question “Have you read your owner’s manual”?  I 
don’t and you shouldn’t either.   
 
What’s my point?  Back to the original comments, 
it is either time to get your furnace ready for the 
colder months or prepare your coach for storage.  
Much of the information needed to accomplish 
this can be found in your owners’ manual.  
 
I was recently asked a question on winterizing, 
and I went into what I thought was great detail in 
the answer.  I detailed the wet (with antifreeze) 
method and the dry (using air to blow out the 
lines) method and thought I covered all bases.  
Then I looked into an owner’s manual.  It is 
amazing how much I missed.  No one can 
remember everything.   
 
This brings me back to my point; use your 
owner’s manual as a resource.  I recommend 
attaching a sheet of paper or using the margins of 
your manual to add notes.  What should you 
write?-  the little things that we all tend to forget, 
and the specific things that your coach may be 
equipped with.   The icemaker in the fridge, the 
washer dryer, the P trap behind the washer dryer 
and anything else out of sight or mind are good 
examples.  In the section “Motor Home Storage” 
there is a series of checklists for short-term, long-
term and winterization.  As I reread the section 
more and more came back to me.  I had forgotten 
all about the chassis and many of the appliances 
that have specific needs.  Test your self, try to 
think about as many areas that need winterizing or 

storage maintenance and then read the manual.  If 
you are really good and get 50% of the items or 
more, congratulate yourself.  If not, then the time 
spent reading the manual was not wasted.  Test 
yourself again next year. 
 
About the furnace, operation at periodic intervals 
can be the best maintenance.  Every year we hear 
the same complaint, my furnace doesn’t work!  
We ask how long it has been since it was used and 
receive answers like last winter or never, it’s new.   
 
With furnaces it is better to use them well before 
you need it or be prepared to endure the smell of 
the furnace when it lights off for the first time of 
the year.  New furnaces and ones that haven’t been 
used in quite a while can smell very bad.  This is 
normal- the smell is caused by the dust that may 
have settled on it or the paint on the burner 
chamber if it is still new.  We like to open all of 
the windows and the entry door and let the furnace 
go through the burn off so we can avoid that first 
use of the season smell.  The other benefit of this 
is to have ample time to have the furnace serviced 
if it isn’t working properly.  Don’t wait until you 
are all packed or on the road to find out if the 
furnace is working.  It could make your trip a cold 
one, and we don’t want that, do we? 
 
What kind of maintenance does the furnace need?  
Read the manual that came with it.  Cleaning the 
blower wheel and making sure that intake and 
exhaust vents are clear is a good place to start.  
Some areas of the country have mud daubers that 
like to build nests in furnaces.  Frequent operation 
makes this less likely.  If it does happen you may 
hear the noise of the nest spinning around in the 
burner chamber, or it just may not work at all if it 
is plugged up.  If this happens it is time to take the 
coach to a dealer for service.  The furnace will 
have to come apart for a thorough cleaning.   
 
Checking all of the vents for accumulated debris is 
another good thing to inspect.  I have had the 
opportunity (unfortunate) to clean out and replace 
a duct hose that became home to a family of 
rodents.  Not a pretty picture.  And even more of a 
reason to test the operation before it gets cold and 
you really need it.  The owner didn’t find out 
about the rodent nest until the furnace was fired up 
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at a rally.  The symptoms were low airflow and a 
very bad smell. 
 
Another hot tip (pun intended) is to use the dash 
heater when preparing for a night of dry camping.  
The idea is to allow the engine alternator to top up 
the batteries state of charge while using the heater 
to warm up the coach.  This will delay the first 
cycle of the furnace for a while.  The length of 
time will depend on how cold it is outside.      
 
Keeping your LP tank full also helps your furnace 
operate better in very cold weather.  The level of 
LP is important because in cold weather it is 
harder for the LP to change from a liquid to a 
vapor.  It requires heat from the outside to transfer 
to the liquid inside the tank and cause it boil off 
into a gas.  A full tank has a larger wetted area 
inside the tank and results in more BTU’s 
available for use.  A tank that is low on LP may 
not be able to provide enough BTU’s for 
furnace(s) operation in very cold weather. 
 
Owners that use their coaches throughout the 
winter months often keep the coach plugged in 

and the furnace left on and set to the lowest 
temperature so the coach will always be ready for 
the weekend skiing trips.   This may or may not 
work for everyone, in some areas where it is very 
cold it may require setting the furnace to a higher 
temperature.  There is always the risk of freezing 
when operating at or below 32 F. 
 
Another tip is to keep the water system dry and 
use water from jugs for drinking and cooking.  
Use someone else’s lavatory for everything else 
and with this method you won’t need to keep the 
furnace on.  And with nothing in the tanks or lines 
to freeze, this method will work in the coldest of 
climates.    
 
The best advice may be to talk with other owners 
that have a lot of experience in cold weather 
camping, or contact a Dealership or service center 
located in a cold area. 
 
(Editor’s Note:  Thanks again Jim, for an 
excellent and very timely article.  You continued 
support is appreciated by all). 

 
 
 
 
 

Freightliner ad
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THE RIGHT FRONT PROTECTION UNIT 

 
When placing my factory order for the Discovery, 
I made it a point that I did not want the front bra 
option, thinking there would definitely be no 
problem whatsoever in ordering a high impact-
resistant protective front shield or guard.  Also, 
past experience has taught me that front bra’s will 
and do create more problems than simply 
providing protection. Well, shopping for the 
elusive shield, for a Discovery coach, became a 
major project of three years. 
 
The major manufacturers were really having a 
serious problem the few Discovery installations on 
the road and did not want to install any more, so 
there was a hold.  The problem stemmed from the 
skin section, where the shield was attached to the 
skin.  It was pulling loose due to road vibration, 
thus tearing the skin and elongating the attaching 
screw holes.  Before a damaged coach got back to 
the manufacturer’s shop, the front became a mess 
and the shop had to fully repair the complete area 
of the coach.  They refused to install another 
shield, even without any warranty.  So, back to 
square one!  After about four months of problems, 
they found that the front skin of a Discovery was 
too thin walled to support a rigid guard of any 
kind. 
 
I looked into 3M’s Invinca-Shield, an invisible 
film with UV inhibitors that is installed over the 
base coat of the coach like dark window film.  
After much soul searching, I rejected this type of 
protection due to the special graphics on the front 
of my coach.  So, back to square one again. 
 
Well, lo and behold, I met Dean Huges of 
Progressive Creations, Inc., the makers of Coach-
Gard.  I explained my problems.  Dean measured 
my coach inside and out, took photos and called 
his shop staff.  He came to the conclusion that a 
Coach-Gard could be designed that did not require 
drilling holes in my coach front.  Also, he wanted 
a challenge and opportunity to do his firm’s first 
Discovery coach installation. 
 
We set up an installation appointment at his shop 
in Mesa, AZ. Early in the morning so his crew 
would have some extra time to refine some of 
their measurements and findings.  After three 

hours, Dean and myself were on the road testing 
the shield installation.  It came through with flying 
colors! 
 
The guard is made with GE Lexan ¼” 
polycarbonate material and is aerodynamically 
shaped to divert air stream.  It does not touch the 
front of the coach, but gives full frontal protection 
of the rig.  Also, it is hinged for easier cleaning of 
the front coach skin and access to the rear of the 
shield.  It is great protection and it also looks 
sharp. 
 
I have been stopped many times by other 
Discovery owners and even some other coach 
manufacturers, asking where and how I obtained 
my Coach-Gard, how was it performing and was I 
totally satisfied?  Needless to say, I am very happy 
indeed. 
 
If you are looking for this type of product or need 
more information, you may contact the following: 
 
 Dean Huges, President 
 1053 S. 81st Street, Fountain of the Sun 
 Mesa, AZ.  85208 
 1-800-8114239 
 www.lowcardeflector.com 
 
Take care, safe travel and happy motoring, 
 
Ted VanWinkle 
 
(Editor’s Note- this article is not an advertisement 
or an endorsement of this product by DOAI.  We 
are providing you with one member’s experiences 
and review of a product.  Other such reviews are 
welcomed from the membership) 

 
 
Spread the word about how proud your are to 
be a member of DOAI.  We need new 
members- just tell ‘em!! 
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DISCOVERY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Welcome to an organization open to all owners of Discovery Motorhomes by Fleetwood, intended 
to foster social opportunities and information exchange among members. 
 
Dues are $20 for the first year, and $16 each year thereafter, due In the initial month joined. 
 
Mail with checks, payable to:  Discovery Owners Association, Inc., to Sharon Ayer, Membership 
Chairman, 91 East Donahoe, Chula Vista, CA  91911. 
 
 
 
LAST NAME _____________________ FIRST ________________ CO-PILOT _______________ 
 
Street _____________________________ CITY ____________________ State ___ ZIP _______ 
 
Phone ______________________ Cell Phone _____________________ E-mail ______________ 
 
Discovery :  Year ____ Length ________  Slide? Yes __  No __  Full Time _____ Part Time _____ 
 
Travel/Motorhome Memberships: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Hobbies/Interests*: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Areas of Expertise/Background*: ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Positions in Discovery Owners Association, Inc. of possible interest to you* __________________ 
 

 
 
Indicate willingness to participate as a volunteer if called upon*: Yes ___ No ____ Activities of 
 
Particular ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
What are you looking for from this organization? _______________________________________ 
 

 
Comments: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Indicate which family member if appropriate 
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OUR FIRST RALLY OF 2001 
 

  EMERALD DESERT 
WESTERN REGION RALLY  -  PALM DESERT, CA 

        ALL SITES WITH FULL HOOKUPS 
 

• PARADE OF HOMES  •   MICROWAVE CLASS   JAN 7-11, 2001 
• ARTS & CRAFTS •   DRIVER ROUNDTABLE         
• BOOK SWAP •   CO-PILOT ROUNTABLE 
 

FLEETWOOD FACTORY SERVICE 
 

VENDOR DISPLAYS & SEMINARS – WELCOME PARTY – BBQ PARTY - FAREWELL DINNER 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 
3 CONTINENTAL BREAKFASTS + 3 DINNERS – MON, TUE & WED  

SEMINARS BY FLEETWOOD-FREIGHTLINER–CUMMINS-ONAN–MIKE THOMPSON 
 

Wagon Masters:                                                   checks payable to Discovery Owners Association, Inc. 
Sonny & Sharon Ayer-Springer                         Mail to:            Sharon Ayer                
Wes & Sharon Patterson                                        91 E. Donohoe 

Golf Coordinators:  David & Betty Wickersham  (call 714-328-9191)                           Chula Vista, CA  91911 
Phantom Help:  Ted & Artie Van Winkle                                    1-888-594-6818  E-mail: sayer40152@aol.com 

 
Cost is $140 per rig with two adults         

(If you plan to arrive early or stay extra days, group rates will apply- Call Sandra Mitchell at 
Emerald Desert at 1-800-426-4678 for reservations) 
 
Please help us plan – register by Dec 23, 2000 (no refunds after Dec 26, 2000)  
 
Last Name _______________________ First ______________________ Co-Pilot ____________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________ E-Mail _____________________ 
 
City/Town ________________________State ____ Zip ___________ Tele __________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact _____________________________ Phone No. ______________________ 
 
Volunteers ---We Need Your Help!!!           YES, I WILL HELP WITH: 
 PARKING CREW     _____    SEMINAR HELPERS    _____ RALLY REPORTER  _____ 
 REGISTRATION-INFO  _____ DOOR PRIZE-RAFFLE _____ WELCOME BAGS  _____ 
 CLEANUP CREW _____ VENDORS _____ BREAKFAST HELP  _____ 
 WHERE EVER NEEDED _____ OTHER _____   
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FRIENDSHIP RALLY OF 2001 
 

     LAZYDAYS 
   EASTERN REGION RALLY  -  SEFFNER, FL 
   9 MILES EAST OF TAMPA – EXIT 8 ON INTERSTATE RTE 4 

       ALL SITES WITH FULL HOOKUPS W/ 30 AMPS 
 

                                 FEB 1-4, 2001 
cut along this line 

******FRIENDSHIP RALLY****** 
February 1-4, 2001   4 Days – 3 Nights 

 
VENDOR DISPLAYS & SEMINARS - GAMES  - SWIMMING 

BREAKFASTS-LUNCHES-FRIDAY & SATURDAY CATERED DINNERS 
 

DISNEY, FLYING J, SEAWORLD & BUSH GARDENS all within 20 minutes to 2 hours 
Many new & used coaches to view-adjacent to Campers World 

 
COST:   $105.00 per rig with 2 adults           _____  checks payable to Discovery Owners Association, Inc. 

    $85.00 per rig with 1 adult           _____  Mail check & application to:        Vincent Pizzano               
 $29.00 per rig per extra person         _____          4712 Coachman Road
 $24.64 early arrival/late departure   _____   New Port Richey, FL 34655-1501 

    Total             _____                 Phone  1-727-376-2502 
Check # _________           Bank ___________________ 

 
If you plan to park with another group or family, you must register together, as sites will be 
assigned upon receipt of registration. 
 
DO YOU NEED HANDICAPPED PARKING? ID # _____IS THIS YOUR FIRST DISCOVERY RALLY? ____ 
 
Please help us plan – applications must be received by January 1, 2001 (no refunds after January 16, 2001)  
 
Last Name _______________________ First ______________________ Co-Pilot ____________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________ E-Mail _____________________ 
 
City/Town ________________________State ____ Zip ___________ Tele __________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact _____________________________ Phone No. ______________________ 
 
Volunteers ---We Need Your Help!!!           YES, I WILL HELP WITH: 
 DECORATION _____ SEMINAR HELPERS  _____ RALLY REPORTER   _____ 
 REGISTRATION-INFO *  _____ DOOR PRIZE-RAFFLE _____ 50/50 _____ 
 CLEANUP CREW _____ VENDORS HELPERS _____ WHEREVER NEEDED _____ 
 RALLY PHOTOGRAPHER _____ CARAVAN LEADERS _____ OTHER   ____________________ 

* Please arrive one day early for training 
Caravan to FMCA Rally in Brooksville, FL – February 6-10, 2001   YES_________   NO_________ 



DISCOVERY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
 

DO YOU KNOW WHEN YOUR DUES ARE DUE?  
REMEMBER- RENEWAL FEE IS $16 NOT $20. 

 
CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL BELOW AND WE TELL YOU YOUR RENEWAL DATE- 

 
DON’T BE DELINQUENT – BE  ELOQUENT - BE ON-TIME 

 
 
 
 

  So please review if you are past the renewal date in the label below, as we 
Discovery Owners should stick together, and we really want you with us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Address Service Requested 
 

DISCOVERY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
SHARON AYER, MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
91 EAST DONOHOE 
CHULA VISTA, CA 91911 

PRESORTED 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
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